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Meanwhile, however, the quarrel had taken place, and
although the poor got the Wakf, my father never went
to church again/'

"And what did the sheikh of the village do?" inquired
the Arabs.

"He was a very proud man/' I said, "and a very
rich one, yet he risked his money, and not only lost the
Wakf but soon after his entire property. When he died
he was keeping a tobacconist's shop, in Aldershot, which
for a noble in my country is a great disgrace."

"Your father/' observed the oldest listener, "was a
good man. He must have been a secret Moslem. Allah
sowed the seed in him, and you, Mobarek, are the fruit."

The mention of our nobility interested the Arabs.
They thought an English lord must be a very small man
compared with a Pasha, just as the Sultan of Turkey
was a much bigger man than the King of England.
"In fact," declared one Bedouin, "he is the biggest
man in the world." Throughout our conversations the
policy of Constantinople was always considered the
deciding factor in political questions.

Incidentally it may not be known that thousands of
Moslems here believe Queen Victoria reverenced the
Prophet.

The chief argument used by the Bazaar-loungers to
support this contention concerns the first Mecca pilgrim-
age of the Cape Town Malays. The latter were originally
taken to South Africa as slaves when Holland captured
the East Indian archipelago during the seventeenth
century. For over two hundred years their descendants